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Christians help tackle the deficit 



by Jo Duckies 

CHURCHES and faith groups in Reading 
alone provide voluntary services worth 
£5.6 million and have an impact on around 
100,000 people every year, according to a 
recent survey. 

The research was carried out as part of 
the national Cinnamon Network Audit, 
which has so far revealed that nationally 
faith groups contribute £3 billion and 
help 48 million people through voluntary 
services to their communities. 

Cinnamon Networks aim in carrying 
out the national audit was to take a 
pragmatic approach as the Government 
faces the challenge of reducing the deficit. 
Cinnamon Networks vision is to see 
churches and faith groups respond to 
the needs of society and build stronger 
relationships with local authorities, the 
police and other agencies. 

The Reading audit recorded 360 projects 
with more than 3,000 volunteers giving 
almost half a million hours of their time. 
The Berkshire town was part of the first 
wave of audits of 57 areas in the UK. 

A report of the audit was launched at 
Greyfriars in June, hosted by the Reading 
Christian Network. The keynote speaker 
was the Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd 
Andrew Proud, who said: “We wanted to do 
this survey to build on the strong network 
of relationships across churches and faith- 
based organisations, and our partnerships 
with many other agencies. We recognise 
the growing needs in our town and believe 
that faith communities have a unique role 
to play, alongside all other people working 
for the common good.” 

Reading’s Cinnamon Champion Alan 
Magness invited churches, other faiths and 
faith-based social action groups involved 
in, for example, food poverty, youth 



unemployment, social isolation, debt and 
addiction services, to take part in the 
Audit in early February. The event, which 
not only launched the research itself, also 
focused on the backdrop of the challenges 
facing Reading Borough Council and the 
tough choices it is having to make as its 
budget continues to reduce. 

Alan, a member of the Reading Christian 
Network, which has arranged weekly 
prayer meetings for the town at Greyfriars 
for 18 years, also works for the borough 
council, so is well placed to understand the 
challenges faced by the local authority. 

“...Reading has the 
strongest sense of local 

identity...” 

Clare de Silva, of the Cinnamon 
Network, said: “Out of all of the reports, 
we think Reading has the strongest sense 
of local identity. It is a really interesting 
place demographically.” Alan said: “The 
Reading Christian Network has built 
relationships with Churches Together in 
Reading and other groups. We launched 
the report in June and it was good to 
get people together. We approached 79 
groups and had an 80 per cent response 
rate. We got that response because of the 
relationships we have built up over time.” 
Another round of audits takes place in new 




Freedom from debt 




THE burden of debt can induce shame and a feeling of helplessness that the people 
who set up Christians Against Poverty (CAP) believe no one should have to live with. 

Which is why they have set up Debt Centres across the UK helping people get them- 
selves back into the black. Sue Winyard is the Centre Manager of the Reading CAP 
Debt Centre, which was set up six-and-a-half years ago. The CAP centre was used as a 
case study in the Reading Cinnamon Network Audit, demonstrating just one powerful 
way in which Christians are making a difference through volunteering in the town. 

Sue says: “It partly comes out of my personal story in terms of having a heart for 
those who were excluded from mainstream society. If you have debts they can be a 
real pressure and burden and in extreme cases people become very isolated because 
they don't have the money to pay for things." Sue, who was a social worker for 20 
years, brought the idea of the CAP debt centre to Reading Community Church. She 
says: “There are two strands to what we do. We do three home visits, looking at a cli- 
ent's finances generally." 

The centre then comes up with a plan to help the client become debt free. CAP also 
runs money courses, three sessions, for absolutely anyone, not just those in debt, to 
help them manage their finances better. 



There are CAP debt centres in Reading and one in Oxford. Visit www.capuk.org for 
more information or call 0800 328 0006. 










News 



Art exhibition shows how legacies are 



making a difference in Haiti 




by Jo Duckies 

FOR Alison Knight the subject 
of legacies is a deeply personal 
one. Alison became an orphan 
aged just 10, and was fortunate 
enough to have a large extended 
family of people who looked after 
her. 

And that is the story she uses 
as she encourages Christian Aid 
supporters to make wills and 
ensure they are clear about their 
wishes. As a Regional Legacy 
Officer, her role is to encourage 
people to leave funds in their 
wills for the charity. 

Alison grew up in London, 
leaving aged 18 to spend a year in 
the US as an exchange student. 
When she returned she lived 
with an aunt in Swindon, taking 
a temping job before going to 
university. But her plans to go 
on to further study changed as 
she was offered the chance to 
become a Legal Executive for a 
property firm. She worked as a 
conveyancing specialist for 13 
years, throughout the property 
boom of the 1980s. 

Her Christian faith developed 
after her parents’ deaths, when 



by Sarah Meyrick 

THE DIOCESE has finalised 
the purchase of new office 
accommodation. It is hoped 
that diocesan staff will relocate 
from North Hinksey to modern 
offices (pictured right) on a 
business park at Langford Locks, 
Kidlington, near Oxford airport 
by Easter next year. 

The decision to move was 
approved by Bishop’s Council in 
February this year. “In common 
with many organisations, our 
needs have changed over time,” 
said Rosemary Pearce, Diocesan 
Secretary. 

“We are currently short of 
adequate space to host meetings 
and training, and have to turn 
down requests from across the 
diocese for room bookings. We 
also have a storage problem 
for our archives. There is also 
acute pressure on parking, 
which causes difficulties for our 



she was living with her aunt and 
uncle. A friend from secondary 
school came from a family of 
regular churchgoers and invited 
her along. “I was confirmed 
and I sang in the church choir 
and it’s gone from there really. 
Like everyone I went away from 
church in my 20s. 

“Then when my son was at 
school and the vicar used to visit, 
he wanted to go to her church, so 
I went back.” 

When the property market 
crashed in the early 90s Alison 
was made redundant, and 
wanting another child, she 
had her daughter and became 
a registered childminder for 
four years. Once her youngest 
was ready to go to school, she 
took her first role in a Christian 
organisation, after seeing an 
advert for a part-time legacy 
officer for The Children’s Society. 
From there she moved to Bible 
Society, then SAT-7 Trust, 
a charity supporting Arabic 
Christian satellite television, 
which broadcasts 24-hours per 
day to cater for all of Middle 
Eastern time zones. “I took 
a couple of trips to Cairo and 



Cyprus where they had studios,” 
says Alison, who moved to 
Christian Aid seven-and-a- 
half years ago. “The nature of 
fundraising has changed over the 
last seven years. It’s much harder 
but Christian Aid have such a 
faithful group of supporters. As 
well as giving talks about the 
work of Christian Aid, I meet 
with our existing supporters to 
encourage them to support us by 
leaving a final gift to Christian 
Aid in their wills. It’s a privilege 



to meet them and share what I’ve 
seen of the work going on around 
the world - particularly on a 
trip to Honduras. They are so 
dedicated to what we are doing.” 

Alison is also a novelist who has 
so far had two books published, 
with a third due out in 2016, 
visited the Diocese as she is 
working to promote two legacy 
related events linked to Christian 
Aid’s “I Witness” exhibition, 
which highlights the work that 
has been done in Haiti since 



the devastating earthquake in 
January 2010. The exhibition 
was put together following a trip 
to Haiti by three UK Christian 
Aid supporters who witnessed 
how legacies left to the charity 
are making a difference. They 
saw how a Christian Aid partner 
is using art therapy to help 
young people recover from the 
devastating aftermath of the 
earthquake, and the extra chaos 
that followed Hurricane Sandy in 
2010. 

The first “I Witness ” exhibition 
takes place at Reading Minster from 
29 August to 13 September. It will 
be open from 10.30am to 3pm on 
weekdays, 8pm to 11pm on Friday 
evenings, lpm to 3pm on Saturdays 
and 10.15am to lpm on Sundays. 

Alison will be giving a talk 
at the Minster at 11.30am on 
Wednesday 2 September. She will 
also be speaking at the Minsters 
Sunday service at 11am on 
Sunday 13 September. Another 
exhibition takes place at Christ the 
Cornerstone in Milton Keynes from 
2 to 22 October. There will be a 
service of celebration at Christ the 
Cornerstone on Sunday 11 October. 



Redesigned church transforms worship space 

A REDESIGN has transformed the space available for worship and events at the Fairford Leys 
Ecumenical Church in Aylesbury. Funding included a £6,000 Mission Development Fund grant, and 
the project has seen a new entrance porch with better access for all, and the original space opened 
up to provide a function space. The URC minister who leads the church, the Revd Anthony Howells, 
said: "We've also turned the rear wall of the church into a big, sliding glass screen so we can create one 
enormous space if we need to for big confirmation services and community events." 

Anthony said the building now also has a well equipped conference room for up to a dozen people 
along with a gallery area that has been turned into a youth space with cushions and bean bags. Other 
space gains have meant that the side chapel is now always available for prayer and reflection, rather 
than being a multi-purpose room. The previous entrance space is used by children's groups on a 
Sunday morning. Rather than extend the kitchen, a servery/bar has been created. 

"The facilities are enabling the church to extend their midweek ministry and community 
activities. The whole process has been really good and we've had several community events in there 
already and we are getting lots more enquiries. It has changed the dynamics of the whole church," 
added Anthony. 

Diocesan Church House is on the move 

neighbours in North 
Hinksey. And it’s fair 
to say that DCH is in 
need of significant 
refurbishment 
to bring it up to 
standard.” 

The search for new 
premises has taken 
more than 18 months 
as Bishop’s Council carefully 
deliberated the questions of 
location, space, practicalities, the 
impact on staff and the costs. A 
number of options - including 
the possibility of extending 
the current building - were 
considered. The decision to move 
forward with the Kidlington 
option was followed by a period 
of due diligence and negotiation 
to ensure that this was a sound 
purchase. 

“We’ve had to think about 
the long term strategy of the 
Diocese, not just the immediate 
squeeze on space,” said 



A night in a churchyard 




Rosemary. “We are planning for 
the next 15 years or longer. Our 
vision is that we will provide a 
resource and training centre for 
the whole diocese. We are aiming 
to create an exceptional working 
environment that speaks of God 
and of who we are. We want it to 
be a space that is welcoming and 
hospitable and that enables us to 
work well together as we serve 
the parishes.” 

The current offices will be put 
up for sale, which will help fund 
the move. “We can now begin to 
plan for the move in earnest,” 
said Rosemary. 




Come cycling with the Bishop 



THE Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, the 
Acting Bishop of Oxford, will be 
joining the Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust for the Ride and 
Stride on Saturday 12 September. 

He will be delighted if the Door 
readers join him on his 27-mile 
route around Abingdon, which 



has recently been added to his 
episcopal Area. The Ride and 
Stride takes place across the 
diocese each year to raise money 
for the repair and restoration of 
our historic church buildings. Full 
details of the Oxfordshire route 
can be found at www.oxford. 
anglican.org/rideandstride. 



Listening and engagement event 



COMMON ground: Listening and 
Engagement is an opportunity 
to hear experts speak on a range 
of issues on sexuality and the 
historical background to legal 
marriage in the UK. It is linked to 
a series of shared conversations’ 
taking place within the Church 
about sexuality. This event is 



hosted by the senior staff of the 
Diocese of Oxford and takes place 
at the Blue Boar Lecture Theatre 
at Christ Church College, Oxford 
on Saturday 12 September at 
9.30am. Admission is free but 
tickets should be booked at 
http://tinyurl.com/o7rwv31 







News 




'Love Is 7 service for Church school children at Greyfriars in Reading 



CHILDREN from church schools across Reading took part in craft activities, singing and 
drama, at the annual love Is 7 service for Year Six pupils at Greyfriars Church, Reading. The 
event culminated in a service in the church on Wednesday 8 July. Services have also taken 
place at Christ Church Cathedral in Oxford and in Bucklebury. For more stories about 
Church of England schools in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire turn to page 1 1 . 



Grand opening at St Ebbe's 




CHILDREN in fancy dress cut the ribbon to open new buildings at 
St Ebbes CE school, in Oxford. The opening ceremony happened 
as the sun shone down during a special summer fete in July. A 
staff choir sang, a band played and Lindyhop dancers gave dancing 
demonstrations during the event. 



Improved access 
in Lavendon 

AN £18,000 project has seen St 
Michael’s, Lavendon, become a 
more accessible church. 

A new toilet, complete with 
disabled access, and a servery has 
meant that St Michael’s can work 
with children, schools and the 
elderly. 

The congregation raised the 
funds for the project, and the 
Buckingham Area Mission Fund 
gave £3,000. This meant a lunch 
club and coffee mornings for the 
elderly could be launched. 

The Revd Canon Christa 
Pumfrey, the Rector, said: “The 
church is so much more user 
friendly and we are exploring the 
possibility of doing something 
for children when the school bus 
brings them in from Olney.” 




Church raises £30,000 in three days 



A WEEKEND’S fundraising paid off for St James’ 
Church in Radley, Oxfordshire, when £30,000 was 
raised for essential work for the six bells. 

The total cost of the work needed was £39,000 
and when grants and funds came to only £18,000, 
the PCC had to pray and discuss how to raise the 
remaining cash. 

David Handscomb, of St James’ Church, said: “It 
was decided that, rather than try to raise the money 
in stages through a long-drawn-out series of events, 
we would pray hard, have a single concentrated 
effort and focus on a single weekend at the end of 
June. 

“Some people thought us a little mad! But leaflets 
and blue gift envelopes were delivered to every 
household in the village - and to all our friends. 
Everyone was invited to special events in the 



church on the weekend of 20 and 21 June- and to 
contribute. We planned to have the Charmborough 
Ring, handbells, ringing demonstrations and 
commentaries, DVDs, the history of the church and 
the bells, and free food.” 

So the pews were pushed aside. A cafe and all the 
displays, quizzes and a cake stall were set up. The 
mini-ring was set up outside for people to practise 
on. A large papier-mache bell sat on a table near to 
the door with welcoming gifts and blue envelopes. 

David said the PCC was amazed by the people who 
poured in and the donations made. He said: “At 
5pm we announced that we had exceeded our target 
and were still counting. Together we thanked God 
- and the ringers ended the weekend with a joyful 
peal of thanksgiving.” Work can now safely start in 
September. 



New members for St John's Guild 



THIS summer two new members 
were admitted to the St John’s 
Guild Didcot Branch. St John’s 
Guild is a national Anglican 
organisation which exists to 
support blind and partially 
sighted people and their friends. 

The Guild meets monthly 
and has a varied programme 
of talks, outings and parties. 

The meeting begins with the 
Guild Office (similar to evening 
prayer) and twice a year with 
Holy Communion. One outing 
each year is to a neighbouring 
church where members have the 
Guild Office, some history of the 
building and afternoon tea. The 
whole programme is put together 



and run by a dedicated band of 
helpers, who prepare the tea, 
pick up members and run the 
programme. 

The Didcot Branch is the 
last remaining branch in the 
Oxford Diocese and is part of a 
commitment to people in Didcot 
who can become isolated by sight 
problems. 

If you would like to know more 
about the St John’s Guild and 
how to get involved visit the 
web site: www.stjohnsguild. 
org or contact the Chaplain, the 
Revd Josie Midwinter, on 01235 
759398 or josie. midwin ter@ 
lineone.net 



Signed tiles for a new church roof 




Children and staff from the Sulhampstead and Ufton 
Nervet CE Primary School sign tiles for the church roof. 



A GENEROUS grant from Ufton Nervet Fuel Allotment Charity, 
as well as gifts from local people and the Greenham Common 
Trust, has seen a new roof installed at St Mary's, Sulhampstead in 
Berkshire. 

Hundreds of handmade tiles were signed by parishioners, 
schoolchildren, wedding couples, baptised babies (or their 
parents), or just those passing by. The roof was blessed by the Rt 
Revd Andrew Proud, the Bishop of Reading, from the vantage point 
of scaffolding. Bishop Andrew said: "The church looks fantastic, and 
is a visible sign for all to see, of a vibrant Christian presence in this 
part of Berkshire. The roof will shelter our Christian family for years 
to come." 
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A letter from our Founders ... 



We hope you find Carolyne’s story 
encouraging and that it will help 
you understand work of Gilead 
Foundations. 

Since 1991, we have developed a clear 
mission: 

Unlocking people from addiction, 
fear and pain, and releasing them into 
their true potential, by teaching them 
to understand why they do things they 
don’t want to do and how to do only what 
will bring real success and fulfilment, so 
that relapse is a thing of the past. 

We’ve had some success with 
fundraising this year, but we still need 
your help ... 

We successfully applied for funding 
to make ourselves more well-known to 
Local Authorities and Social Services 
through marketing, and to employ a 
part-time staff member as a ‘Referrals 
Co-ordinator’. This all means that those 
who would benefit from Gilead’s help 
can get here with the funding that is 
available to them, due to regular contact 
and better relationships with referring 
Agencies and Local Authorities. 

How you can help: 

Please consider donating either a gift 
or a regular Partner amount, helping 
us make that part-time role a full- 
time role, as we aim to ‘match-fund’ 
the grant to pay for a full time salary. 
Having someone in this essential role 
will enable more fully-funded and 



part-funded Clients to come to Gilead. 

ANOTHER NEW, PURPOSE-DESIGNED 
BUNGALOW! 

By April 2015 we had filled the beds at 
Grace Lodge, our newest building for up 
to eight male clients, which we built with 
support from readers of the Diocesan 
newspapers. Our next major project is 
the building of Faith Lodge, the second of 
our three bungalows. Foundations and 
all major groundworks are complete, and 
we’re excited at the prospect of building 
this as soon as possible, having learned 
much from building Grace Lodge. 

Withyourhelp, Faith Lodge will become 
home for up to eight female Clients, 
House Parents and a Support Worker. 
How you can help: 

Please consider donating to this 
building project, enabling us to provide 
a safe ‘family’ environment to unlock 
people and release their potential, more 
and more in the years ahead. You can 
use the form on this page, or donate 
at www.gilead.org.uk. If you would like 
to find out more about Gilead, please 
contact Lois Samuel on 01837 851 240. 

You can be sure that whatever you 
give will be used to bring hope and 
transformation to individuals and 
families torn apart by addiction. 

Thank you 



r 



PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD 

A gift towards our building costs helps us ‘set the lonely in 
a family' where they can receive help as they restructure 
their lives for freedom. Grace Lodge could not have been 
built without the financial help of donors just like you. 

If you would prefer to become a regular financial Partner, 
we welcome donations of any amount but would suggest 
£20 per month. 

If you have any questions about our work, please contact 
Lois Samuel on 01837 851240. If you have questions 
about making a larger donation or interest free loan to the 
ministry, please contact Chris Cole (Trustee) on 07957 
433973. 

You can also visit www.gilead.org.uk to find out more 
about us and donate online. 




^ 1 1 am a UK taxpayer and I agree to Gilead Foundations 
I Charity (GFC) claiming tax on all past, present and future 
donations I make to the charity. Please treat my donations 
as Gift Aid donations. I confirm that I am paying or will pay 
an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover 
the amount GFC and any other charities or Community 
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) will reclaim for the tax year 
(6 April one year to 5 April the next year). Council Tax and 
VAT do not qualify towards Gift Aid. GFC will reclaim 25 
■ pence of tax for every £1 that has been given. 



Signed Date 

Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list 



□ Any gift you give will be used for the work of 
Gilead Foundations. If you wish to restrict this 
for the building fund, please tick this box 



| | I enclose a one-off gift of £ 

Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations 



I I I would like to become a Partner 
Please fill in this form 



Name 



Name of your bank 



Bank address 



Postcode 



Account No. Sort Code 



Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £ 
from my account on (dd/mm/yy) / / 

Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14 
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY 

Signed Date 



Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other) 



First Name Surname 



Address 



Postcode 



Organisation / company (if applicable) 



Telephone Number 
Email 

Please return this form to Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ 



Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email: admin@gilead.org.ukwww.gilead.org.uk 
Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909 
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Carolyne 

Carolyne VanAgen was at Gilead 
in the ‘90’s. She completed the 
rehabilitation programme, and 
became a valued member of staff. She 
trained for four years to become a 
qualified psychotherapist specialising 
in counselling and is now a Project 
Manager, working with ex-offenders 
at Langley House Trust in Somerset. 
She is one of many people whose lives, 
and families, have been transformed 
through the work of Gilead Foundations. 
This is her story ... 

Carolyne says she had a good 
childhood but became an insecure and 
frightened person for simple reasons. 
Her family moved around a lot, different 
schools, different homes, and different 
friends. "By the age of 15 or 16, 1 was unsure 
of myself, and felt lost, with no sense of 
purpose," she commented. 

She dabbled in drugs, with weekends 
stretching into the working week as 
she searched for life. The people she 
mixed with had a negative influence on 
her, and she became consumed with 
her destructive lifestyle. "I lost the real 
Carolyne, and formed bad relationships," 
she said. 

During her twenties, she lived as a 
'new age traveller'. She tried several times 
to 'get her act together', but she could not 
sustain a 'clean' way of life, even though 
she wanted to. 

By her late twenties her life had 
become chaotic. Her son had been 
abducted by her estranged partner, and 
she had travelled to Europe to find him. 
(The boy was found, almost miraculously, 
by a Christian lady working in a soup 
kitchen in Gibraltar, later to be reunited 
with Carolyne.) 

At the age of 29, desperate and with 
nowhere else to go, Carolyne and her 
new partner arrived at Gilead, with all they 
had in two carrier bags. At the time, (1994), 
Gilead was able to take them in straight 
away. "I'm so glad there was no lengthy 
referrals process," said Carolyne, "I don't 
think I would have made it. It needed to 
be immediate, or nothing." 

Carolyne came off high levels of 
Methadone and pills, and her first few 
months were very difficult. She remembers 
sitting in church on Sundays, part of her 
disbelieving 'all this rubbish', part of her 
wishing it could all be true. She had no 
'Damascus road' experience, but over 
time, listening, watching and beginning 
to talk to God herself, she developed a 
deep faith. "It's solid," said Carolyne, "and 
it has never left, it only grows." 



VanAgen 

Because of the effects of drug use 
and withdrawal, for six months she could 
barely hold a conversation. Then, as her 
emotions re-surfaced, she was scared that 
guilt and shame would overwhelm her if 
she let them. "But Gilead (especially Ian 
and Bron Samuel) made me feel safe," she 
said. "They believed in me, and that gave 
me hope to begin to believe in myself." 
This kind of experience is reported often 
by people who go through Gilead's rehab 
programme; the 'family' environment is 
vital to acceptance and recovery. 

Carolyne's son, after being found in 
Gibraltar, was made a ward of court at 
Gilead. She remembers their re-union, 
with her son running into her arms, "like a 
scene from a movie," she says. "He was 
like an anchor for me. When it was tough, I 
did not leave, because of him." 

Today, Carolyne is married, with five 
children, all doing well. She still works 
through issues of insecurity like many of 
us, but now she does that with God. She 
remembers how one day, out walking, she 
asked God to forgive her for the chaotic 
early life of her two oldest children, and as 
she crested a hill the sun rose to meet her 
and she knew God was speaking to her 
in a personal way, of His forgiveness. She 
has taken firm hold of the fresh start that 
has been given her, and she now helps 
people who are seeking a way out of the 
kind of life she used to lead. 







Calling all primary school RE teachers 

THE Diocese of Oxford is 
launching a competition for 
primary schools with the aim of 
encouraging excellence in RE 
and recognising the fantastic 
work that is currently being 
produced in our schools. 

This year's question is "Do 
believers need a place to 
worship?"and entry to the 
competition is free. 

HOWTO ENTER: 

• Take this year's "Big Question" and create a unit of work for your year group or 
class. This could be part of a larger unit or the basis for an RE day or week. 

• Teach the unit and submit the lesson plans, materials used and a representative 
sample of pupil outcomes. These could be a selection of written work (prose or 
poetry), art, ICT, DT and can be submitted in electronic format (photographs or 
scanned work). (Only one entry per school please, either at KS1 or KS2). 

• Lesson plans should show the relevant syllabus questions addressed and links to 
age-related expectations. 

• Pupil work submitted should show evidence of feedback, given according to the 
school's own marking policy. 

There will be an award at KS1 and KS2, with three runners-up in each category 
and winning entries, lesson plans and pupils' work will be published on the Oxford 
diocesan website. There will be a plaque for each of the winning schools presented 
by the Bishop and the Diocesan Director of Education; and the class teacher or RE 
subject leader will be invited, with the head teacher, to a reception, date and venue 
to be confirmed. 

Fliers will be sent to all diocesan schools with all the details and the panel of judges 
are looking forward to examining the results of the teachers' and pupils' hard work. 
The closing date for entries is 1 8 March 201 6. 




Curacies and How to Survive Them 

Matthew Caminer, Martyn Percy and 

Beaumont Stevenson 

SPCK £12.99 

by Emma Racklyeft 

THIS book is well presented; an accessible 
and useful resource aimed at three groups 
of people: curates, training incumbents 
and Diocesan Directors of Ordinands. 

The books title I initially found quite 
negative; it ruffled my feathers because 
it seemed to imply that all curacies are 
something to be endured and survived. As 
a third year curate, I have had a positive 
experience which has allowed me to 
flourish and thrive in ministry. I know 
many of my colleagues would say the 
same. For many of us the issues covered 
in this book are not a reality - thank God. 
However, I have heard about many quite 
dreadful situations, where curacies have 
imploded, with both the curate and the 
training incumbent at fault. 

The books structure is novel and can 
be dipped in and out of. Each chapter 
considers a case study; a situation of 
conflict or abuse, misuse of power or 
a significant problem that has arisen 
in a training situation. This is followed 
by a three way conversation between a 
psychologist, theologian and management 
consultant. 

This approach prevents a cold, clinical 
review and allows instead for three 
humans to discuss what happens to other 
humans in a warm and relational manner. 
It is clear that the book has been well 
researched. The authors have considerable 
experience of difficult situations and have 
conducted many interviews with curates, 



training 
incumbents 
and DDOs to 
uncover and 
establish 
some of 
the key 
problems 
which may 
affect and 
even destroy 
curacies. 

The authors 
are careful to 
create fake 
situations 
and 

characters, 
in order 

to protect the real situations and people 
involved. Each chapter ends with advice 
on ‘what to do’ and ‘what not to do’ 
should a curate or training incumbent find 
themselves in similar circumstances. 

The book is clearly seeking to develop 
positive behaviours in both curates and 
training incumbents which will promote 
growth and development. The books 
aim is to raise awareness, and provide a 
context in which, should problems arise, 
communication is kept open, issues 
are confronted, support is given and 
expectations for all concerned are realistic 
and manageable. 

Although the situations described in this 
book may (hopefully) never affect a curate 
or training incumbent, it has value to 
both as a pre-read before any new training 
situation. After all, to be forewarned is to 
be forearmed. 

The Revd Emma Racklyeft is a curate in 
the Thame Team in Oxfordshire. 
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Win A Christian Guide to Environmental Issues 



AS climate change and the environment 
come to the fore over the coming months 
(see the Doorway Prayer and Reflection 
page in this issue) BRF has published a 
book to help Christians understand how 
to respond. 

Two environmental experts, Dr Martin 
Hodson and Margot Hodson, consider 
eight of the key issues and offer eco-tips 
as well as Bible-based reflections. Martin 
is a plant scientist and environmental 
biologist, who writes and speaks widely 
on environmental issues. The Revd 
Margot Hodson ministers in rural 
Buckinghamshire. She has taught 
Environmental Ethics at Oxford Brookes 
University and has written several books. 
For a chance to win one of three copies 
of the book, simply answer the following 
question: in which European capital city 
is the UN Conference on Climate Change 
taking place in the winter of 2015? 

Send your answers, along with your 
name and postal address, to the Door, 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey 
Lane, Oxford, 0X2 ONB. the closing date 
for entries is Friday 11 September. 



A Christian Guide to 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

ISSUES 



Marlin 0- Hodion 
6 Margot R. Hodsoi 
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Competition winners 

THE winners of the Extreme Crafts competition in the July/August edition of the Door 
were Miss R Wilkins, of Hurst, Berkshire; Marie Knight, of Penn, Buckinghamshire and 
Mrs M Morris of Carterton, Oxfordshire. They will each receive a copy of Extreme Crafts 
for Messy Churches, published by BRF. 

The winners of our Rhinos competition were Mrs EA Thompson, from Hungerford, 
in Berkshire; Mrs B Carter, of Buckingham and Marion McNaught, of Bletchingdon, 
Oxfordshire. They will each receive a copy of Rhinos on the Lawn. 



What Happens When Someone Dies 

Jenny Armstrong 
Published by SeeSaw 

www.seesaw.org.uk 



However when they do the impact on 
children and adults alike is very significant 
indeed. And children, in particular, have 
their own ways to respond to death - 
and their own questions that need to be 
answered. 



by the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher 

IN the past few weeks and months there 
have been a number of tragedies closely 
associated with our church schools. In 
Benson the much-loved Vicar, John 
Burrell, died without any warning from a 
heart attack. In Didcot a six-year-old was 
murdered along with her parents. And in 
another school, just across the Oxfordshire 
border, but still in the Diocese, another 
six year old was killed - this time in an 
accident. 

Happily we live in a country where, 
at least with regard to the latter two, 
such things happen very rarely indeed. 



All of which explains why I am so 
grateful to Jenny (formerly our Childrens 
Adviser in the Diocese) for writing What 
Happens When Someone Dies? Beautifully 
produced and straightforward and factual 
both about emotions and practicalities in 
a child-friendly way - this is a book that I 
have used to help in the sorts of situations 
I have described above and I cannot 
commend it highly enough. 

Its a book for schools and churches 
alike - and for anyone working with 
children and young people. I commend it 
to you. 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is the Acting 
Bishop of Oxford. 
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Advertisement Feature 



Ability Sunday 

What is Ability Sunday? 

Ability Sunday is an event for churches 
across the UK to unite and celebrate 
the skills, abilities and potential of 
people with learning disabilities in 
our churches and local communities. 

It is organised by the Reading based 
learning disabilities charity Prospects. 

We are saying: 

This is your church’s opportunity 
to celebrate the abilities that God 
has given to people with learning 
disabilities. About 1 in every 50 people 
have a learning disability so almost 
every church will have the privilege of 
welcoming at least one person with a 
learning disability. Sadly, people with 
learning disabilities are often known 
by what they cannot do... and so we 
want you to celebrate all the gifts that 



God brings to us through people with 
learning disabilities. 

What does the Bible say? 

The Bible affirms that, whoever we 
are, we have all been made in the 
image of God [Genesis 1) and are 
fearfully and wonderfully made [Psalm 
139). God calls us into relationship 
with him [Romans 8) and to be part 
of the church, the body of Christ (1 
Corinthians 12). Let’s celebrate the 
crucial part that people with learning 
disabilities play in the life of the 
church. 

Ability Sunday will help you and your 
church: 

• Respond to Bible text on what it 
means to be created in the image 
of God 

• Focus on people with learning 
disabilities living in the local 
community in a family home or in 
residential care 








Pilgrim offers eight short 
courses to help your small 
groups grow In rfisclpleshlp, 
whatever their stage of faith 



Whether you're looking for a teilh 
introduction for a confirmation 
group, a follow-on From a nurture 
course, or a more in-depth study 
of Anglican belief, Palgnm has the 
course that fits. 



Available individually and in packs of 6 and 25. 

To find the course that suits you, visil www.pilgrprncourse.org/bQoks 
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ST. MARY'S CONVENT 



WANTAGE 



St Mary's Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and flexible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats. Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays. 

Theological Library may be 
available on request. 

For further details please contact: 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, 0X12 9DJ 
Tel: 01235 763141 
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk 
www.csmv.co.uk 




• Enable families and carers to 
support people with learning 
disabilities in following their 
Christian faith 

• Engage practically and creatively 
with issues that make your church 
difficult to access 

• Equip your church for a new area of 
mission! 

What are the resources? 

We will provide leaders with: 

• Videos of the key Bible readings 
being read by people with learning 
disabilities 

• A suggested sermon on the theme 

• Prayers 

• A four week Bible study course 

• A study for youth groups 



• Inspirational videos 
The Rt Revd Andrew Proud, the 
Bishop of Reading, says: 'The good 
news is that God longs for each one of 
us to grow and flourish, to be fully the 
person He made us to be, by following 
Jesus. That includes everyone. Ability 
Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate 
the beauty and diversity we find 
within the Body of Christ. Why not 
make Ability Sunday special in your 
Church this year and help everyone 
know that they are valued and 
treasured by God?" 

13th September 2015 

www.prospects.org 
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UNIVERSAL CARE 

always mere 




Are you caring, compassionate and 
want to make a real difference to 
others? If yes, then you should 
become a Live in carer! 

• Rates from £560 per week - enhanced pay 
for drivers with their own vehicle 

• Full board whilst on assignment 

• 3% employer pension contribution 

• Ongoing support 

• Travel Allowance 

• Holiday Pay 

• Free Training 

Call us now to discuss your rewarding career. 



Tel: 01494 678811 




Chester House, 9 Windsor End 


llWfcSTQGS 


Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2JJ 




www.universal-care.co.uk 





Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of 
Noble Poverty 

“England’s Oldest Almshouse” 

Vacancies for Brothers 



The Hospital, founded in I 132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers) and 
applications are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 

Further information and an 
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 

E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 






Oxford’s Cathedral 

at ChriU Church 

NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 
23 and 24 December 2015 

The ever-popular services of Nine Lessons and Carols 
in Christ Church Cathedral will take place at: 

7:30pm on Wednesday 23 December 2015 and 3pm on Thursday 24 December 2015 

As last year, tickets are available from Oxford Playhouse. There is no charge for 

tickets (but you will be charged £1 for postage). 

Tickets will be available only from 1 November 2015. 

Online: www.ticketsoxford.co.uk 

In person: Box Office, Oxford Playhouse, Beaumont Street, Oxford, UK, 0X1 2LW 

By phone: Box Office: 01865 305305 Administration and Enquiries: 01865 305300 

Please note: 

• The maximum number of tickets is 4 per application. We ask you please to apply 
only for the number required so that as many people as possible have a chance to 
attend these services. 

• Tickets are for entrance to the service and not for a particular area or seat. Seats 
will be allocated to all on a first come, first served basis. 

• Seats are held until 20 minutes before each service begins when unoccupied seats 
are released. Those without tickets may therefore wish to come on the day and 
queue for a short period, although we cannot guarantee admission. 








Around the Deaneries - Woodstock 



by Jo Duckies 

W hen you think of Woodstock 
you immediately think of 
the iconic 18th century 
Blenheim Palace and its 
beautiful grounds. 

But the Woodstock Deanery is a varied 
one, stretching from the outskirts of 
Oxford all the way over to parts of rural 
Oxfordshire. The Revd David Tyler, the 
Rector of the Hanborough and Freeland 
Benefice, has been the Area Dean for two- 
and-half years. He is excited that some 
of the churches are growing, with one 
even bursting at the seams with people on 
Sundays. 

David came to Hanborough from the 
Leicester Diocese. He had experience of the 
area from a placement during his training 
at Oxfords Wycliffe College. “Its unusual 

Vital statistics: 

Area Dean: David Tyler 
Lay Chair: Elizabeth Whittle 
Clergy: 18 
Churches: 24 
Benefices: 7 
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for someone to go back to a 
church where they were placed 
as a student. I have been here 
eight years as Rector now and 
I have seen quite a turnover of 
clergy in the Deanery. I think 
I’m the third longest serving 
clergy person. 

“Eynsham has grown over 
the years and has a paid youth 
worker,” he says. And plans 
for new housing in Eynsham, 
Hanborough and Woodstock 
will change the nature of the 
Deanery. 

“Here in Hanborough we 
have a church plant in a school 
that’s bursting at the seams 
with 100 people coming each 
week. We could do with a bigger hall.” 

With some parishes bordering Oxford 
and others close to Banbury and Witney, 
the Deanery is an unusual collection of 
parishes. However, David says it works 
because of the way the people get on so 
well. 



“The clergy chapter works well and while 
the Synod has challenges, generally it is a 
very positive place,” he says. 



David has been looking 
particularly at how the Synod 
shares the good things that are 
going on in churches, to help 
other parishes to do the same. 

“We have been talking about 
how Freeland has just produced 
a giving leaflet and the Bartons 
have been engaged with the school. People 
are just doing good parish ministry, trying 



to grow their churches or at least engaging 
with the young people in their villages.” 



Minnows at Westcote Barton 

A NEW family service entitled ‘Minnows’ is giving children the chance to learn more 
about Christianity in Westcote Barton Church. 

The Revd Graeme Arthur started the service following the success of Tiddlers, the 
mid-week service for toddlers. The names are based on the Icthus (fish) symbol for 
Christianity. “The children light the candles and ring the bells to help us get ready 
for worship. Many of their parents are fully involved in the children’s activities,” said 
Graeme. “Tiddlers takes place in a hall in the middle of the village and Minnows has 
moved the children to taking part in a service in one of our medieval churches. It’s 
helping take some of the families further in their faith.” 

The Blenheim connection 

THE Revd Canon Adrian Daffern, Team Rector 
of the Blenheim Benefice is also Chaplain 
to the Duke of Marlborough and provides 
pastoral care for his family, the Blenheim 
Palace community, and those who live in the 
surrounding park - which is a small parish in its 
own right. “The Park/Palace are extra-parochial, 
like many estates, hence taking the late Duke’s 
funeral, doing family baptisms and weddings, 
and tons of Churchill stuff this year especially,” 
he says. 

Adrian is also involved with the Marlborough School, a Church of England secondary 
school in Woodstock. The school celebrated its 75th anniversary this year. The 
Woodstock Benefice is also home to Campsfield House immigration centre and Oxford 
University’s Begbroke Science Park. 




Everest and the power of God 




MORE than 75 children joined in the Holiday Bible Club in the Hanborough Benefice 
this year. The club was led by 20 adults and 20 teenagers and the theme was Everest. 
Children learned about the power of God, through songs, drama, crafts, snacks, 
DVDs and games. Children raised £158 money for a Bible Society project to provide 
Bibles for people in Ethiopia. They also took part in the Bible Society’s Pass it On 
competition, which invited youngsters to re-tell Bible stories in their own words. 



Hanborough's new Permanent Deacon 



SUE Spankie was involved in Witney’s 
Churches Together from 2009 to 2014. 
Sue began her training in 2012 for 
ordination to the Permanent Diaconate. 

Since her ordination in July, she is now 
a Permanent Deacon in the Benefice of 
Hanborough and Freeland where she has 
been during her training. Being called to 
the Permanent Diaconate Sue sees her 
ministry in particular as reaching out to 
the unchurched, building relationships 
in the community with specific interests 
in working with children, young people, 
families and the elderly. 

The former deputy head- teacher had 
already been working hard on ecumenical 



projects, including visits from the 
Footprints Theatre Trust, which saw 
performances at 13 schools in West 
Oxfordshire. “All of the children had 
the same input which provided common 
ground for conversation and we linked in 
with the ecumenically-run holiday club, in 
Witney,” says Sue. 

Teaching RE 

Moving from Nottingham, Sue had 
taught at Madley Brook County Primary 
School where she was invited to teach 
RE. The curriculum for RE is broadly 
Christian, whilst encompassing teaching 
on other faiths. Sue managed the RE 
curriculum, teaching through the use of 



a timeline cross-referencing history and 
faith. This allowed the children to ask 
questions, understand other faiths and 
respect others while knowing that Sue 
was a Christian. 

Interfaith work 
Working with the curriculum in this 
way allowed conversations to take place 
with others of all faiths and none, as 
well as opening up conversations with 
parents including those from the Muslim 
community within the school where 
we seek to find common ground and 
respect. “Interfaith work in Witney is 
very different,” says Sue. “I had worked 
with ethnic communities in Nottingham, 



which were diverse and larger.” 

Now Sue is excited about her new role. 
“It’s so easy to be stuck in our churches 
and not to look out. Part of the Deacon’s 
role is encouraging people out into 
the community, working with them 
and welcoming people in. Dialogue is 
incredibly important in the building of 
relationships in our society which can be 
increasingly insular.” 

Turn to the centrespread to read more 
about Sue and the other 24 people who 
were ordained Deacons at Christ Church 
Cathedral in July . 
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Embrace the Middle East, the 
Christian development charity, 

is looking for new trustees 
with expertise in financial 
management, international 
development and fundraising. 
We are especially looking for 
candidates with additional 
knowledge of church networks 
and/or the Middle East. We are 
keen to improve our diversity 
and would welcome applications 
from women and ethnic minority 
groups. This is an unpaid 
position; travel expenses are met 
and induction provided. 

Full information is on the 
Embrace the Middle East website 
www.embraceme.org/jobs. 




With over 10 years 
experience working with 
churches, we have a proven 
track record of delivering 
outstanding audio 
visual soiutffens * ' '■ 



Specialist AV Installers You Can Trust 



For a quotation or to find out more 
please call us on: 0800 917 4345 

or email sales@dsavltd co.uk 



Meet us at C Rt Midlands 7-S" October - Stand A27 
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Buckinghamshire, from left, Jenny Tebboth, Archdeacon Karen, Ann Kember, Chris Lion, Bishop 
Alan, Dan Beesley, Sue Smith, Joseph Fernandez and Graham Summers. 



FORMER teachers, a 
sheep expert, a nurse and 
people from many other 
walks of life have started 
training as curates in 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire following 
the ordinations at Christ 
Church Cathedral in July. 

Daniel Beesley - Princes Risborough: 

I have been married for 15 years and have 
two children. I felt a call to ordination 
not long after becoming a Christian and I 
have been on an amazing adventure with 
God and my family since that time. I love 
running and I am interested in holiness and 
discipleship. 

Joseph Fernandez - Horton and 
Wraysbury: I am originally from Lisbon, 
Portugal. After getting married we moved to 
Oxford and here we are twenty years later. 
We have been blessed with two children. Life 
has been quite an adventure, and I have had 
a varied working life, pushing myself out of 
my comfort zone. 

Chris Lion - Gerrards Cross and Fulmer: 

I am married to the beautiful Charlotte, 
and we have two young children. I was 
previously a primary school teacher. I love 
sport, particularly squash, football, cricket 
and skiing and playing the guitar. My 
passion is to see people released into the 
fullness of all that Christ has for them. 

Susan Smith - Weston Turville: I live 
with my family, and attend church in 
Aylesbury. I’ve studied at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon, and following ordination will 
commence a dual curacy at Weston Turville 
Parish Church and a prison. I am passionate 
about prison ministry and I am currently 
working in HMYOI Aylesbury and Grendon 
Underwood Prisons. 

Graham Summers: I’m married with one 
grown up son. At 64, Gods call arrived 
somewhat later than most but it proved 
irresistible nonetheless. Apart from faith 
and family, my other main passion is cricket 
- for many years as a player, umpire and now 
just a spectator. 

Jennifer Tebboth - Chalfont St Giles: 

I was born in Uganda of missionary parents 
and have come to ordination via Botany, 
nursing, motherhood (two boys) and a great 
deal of volunteering, mostly in church. I love 
the Bible, plants, people, green theology, 
cycling, gardening and walking and last but 
certainly not least my husband Lawrence. 

Ann Kember: I have been a long time 
coming to ordination and my route has been 
varied and bumpy! I have spent most of my 
working life in journalism, education and 
more recently working as a debt counsellor. 

I am married to Mick, a childrens author, 
and have one wonderful step-daughter, 
Frances. 

Kathryn Harrison - New Windsor: With 
a sacramentally based spirituality within 
the liberal catholic tradition, Kate is excited 



by the work of the Holy Spirit and has a 
passion for ministry amongst those outside 
the church. She believes in grabbing the 
promise of life in abundance with good food, 
wine, friends and sometimes even knitting. 

Nicola Hulks - Maidenhead: Prior to 
ordination training Nicola worked in science 
education and as an events manager. She 
studied for a degree in Biology at Bristol 
University, where she began her studies 
an atheist and, quite unexpectedly, left a 
Christian. She is married to Ben and enjoys 
cooking, craft, and time with friends. 

Benjamin Kautzer - St Nicolas, Earley: 

Ben Kautzer, originally from Rancho 
Cucamonga, California, moved to England 
to pursue a PhD and a British wife! He 
trained at Ripon College Cuddesdon and 
looks forward to ordination on American 
Independence Day before moving to St 
Nicolas, Earley for his curacy with his wife 
Jo, new baby and cat. 



Janice Macdonald - Aldermaston and 
Woolhampton: Permission to assist with 
the chalice, a part as first handmaid to 
Mary for 18 years in the locally famous 
Nativity Play based on the York medieval 
mystery cycle and Authorisation to Preach 
all contributed to moving this wife, mother 
and grandmother from the congregation to 
ordination. 

William McDowell: William grew up in 
industrial East Belfast and studied History 
and Politics at university. William is a 
teacher and started his career in London; 
during his time there he met Karen. They 
have been married for nearly 22 years and 
have a daughter at university and two sons 
at secondary school. 

Elizabeth Ratdiffe - Christ Church, 
Reading: Having worked in the Sheep 
Division at the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Liz must be one of few ordinands with a 
knowledge of pastoral practice involving 
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actual sheep. Her passions include social 
justice, inclusion, and community, and she is 
looking forward with joy to following Gods 
calling to serve the people of Christ Church. 



Shei Crowther - Osney Benefice: 

From a childhood in the Forest of Dean to 
the opportunities of Homerton College, 
Cambridge, followed by three children and 
a long teaching career, Shei brings her many 
and varied life experiences to ministry. 
Regular visits to the Holy Land are a 
continuing source of vision and inspiration. 



Daniel Hames - St Aldate’s, Oxford: 

Dan grew up in Leicester where he studied 
social science as an undergraduate. He has 
worked in student ministry, for a social 
enterprise firm, in wholesale fruit and veg, 
and for a theological college. He is currently 
completing a PhD in systematic theology 
with the VU Amsterdam. 



Jarred Mercer, St Mary Magdalen, 
Oxford: My family and I moved to the 
UK from America almost six years ago. I 
recently completed a DPhil in theology at 
Oxford. I believe theology is a practised 
reality lived within the Church for the 
worlds benefit, and I desire to contribute to 
this through service in ordained ministry. 



David Bendor- Samuel - Beckley, Forest 
Hill, Horton-cum-Studley, Stanton St 
John: I was brought up in South America 
and West Africa and love the outdoors, 
and the loving chaos of family and an open 
house. I have run a small business and been 
the director of a number of charities. My 
interest in West Africa continues through 
involvement in a Charity called Love Sierra 
Leone. I am married to Sarah, a midwife 
sonographer, and I share my working week 
with my children, Jonathan and Lois, the 
Church and my charity interests. 



Erika Biscoe - Bicester Benefice: 

Erika Biscoe is to be ordained as a pioneer 
curate in the Bicester team ministry. She 
is looking to build her ministry from 
conversations around the manicure table. 
She feels God has called her to work with 
the broken, the lost and those who feel 
excluded. 



Carol Hill - Emmanuel, Bicester: 

Ordination is the late realisation of an early 
calling. I had an experience’ of God as a 
child and I consider myself blessed to be 
able to spend my retirement years serving 
my community this way. In my spare time I 
keep ferrets and walk my dog. 



Jennifer Morton - Dorchester: I am 

to serve in the Dorchester Team Ministry 
where I have lived for over 40 years. I am 
a Trustee of Friends of Sabeel UK. Based 
in Jerusalem, Sabeel works for a just peace 
for the people of Palestine and Israel, a 
vision that I am passionate about. I am a 
retired accountant and have three grown up 
children and three grandchildren. 



Richard Power - St Paul's, Banbury: 

I am married to Arta and we have three 
small girls, Lucy, Stephanie, and Jane. 
Before ordination, I taught English in 
Greece, I researched words for the Oxford 
English Dictionary and I served in a church 




Berkshire, from left, Kate Harrison, Elizabeth Ratcliffe, Archdeacon Olivia, William McDowell, 
Bishop Andrew, Nicola Hulks, Janice Macdonald and Ben Kautzer. 



sharing the gospel with international 
students. 

Jonathan Roberts - Dorchester 

I’m 33, have a wonderful wife named Rachel, 
and we’re expecting our first child in July. 

I love reading, writing, gardening, cooking, 
sustainable living, and the outdoors. I 
have a deep passion for ethics, for social, 
environmental, and economics issues, for 
campaigns for peace, justice, and human 
flourishing; in short, for the Kingdom of 
God, and I believe following Jesus can help 
with that. 

Susan Spankie - Long Hanborough 

I am married to Gordon (an accountant) 
and our son Tim, 18, is studying Chemistry 
at Birmingham. I have worked as a bank 
clerk, a teacher and deputy head teacher. 

Not many people know I have professional 
qualifications in Ballroom and Latin 
American dancing, although I am rusty. 



Alice Venning - Blenheim: Born and 
bred in Durham my background is in 
marketing and communications, organ 
building and youth pastoring. I balance 
running marathons with a love of eating 
(and feeding people) and I am forever taking 
photographs. I trained at St Mellitus College 
and have degrees from Newcastle, Durham 
and King’s College London. 



Robert Wainwright - Burford: Robert 
was educated in Scotland before reading 
history at St John’s College, Durham 
and Christ Church, Oxford. His doctoral 
research was on the English Reformation. 
He trained for ordination at Wycliffe Hall, 
Oxford where he took the top First in the 
Final Honour School of Theology. 

Photos by Phillip Babcock and Jo Duckies 




A life well 
remembered 
lives on. 



Maidenhead 
01628 783 738 

Slough 

01753 520 081 

Windsor 
01753 865 982 



A funeral is a time 
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of 
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side. 

You can talk to us any 
time, day or night or 
for further information 
visit us at 

www. e sargeant co. uk 



funeralpartners.co.uk 






Funeral Partners 



Order FREE 
Harvest resources 

Sowing seeds of peace for 
vulnerable women in Delhi 



This Harvest, our focus is on women 
in Delhi who face violence and 
discrimination. Your donations will 
provide shelter, counselling and legal 
support. 

Call 020 7921 2200 or visit 
w w w. wea re U s .o r g . u k/ h a r vest 



Us. The new 
name for USPG 

Registered charity 
number 234518 



Us. 

every person 
every community 
a full life 



Job Vacancy 

UK Director of Friends of Sabeel UK 

Voluntary post (part time) 
with expenses 
Based in Oxford 

Initial 3 year period, 
from January 2016 

Closing date for applications: 

25th September 201 5 
(Interviews: Wednesday 21 st October 201 5) 

For further information please contact 
info@friendsofsabeel.org.uk 
tel: 01865 787420 



Commit your work 
to the Lord, and 
your plans will be 
established. 

Proverbs 16 vs 3 (NRSV) 






the Door, September 2015, page 10 



Advertisement Feature 




Providers of quality 
residential and dementia 
care homes for older people 




Bury Lodge, Knotty Green, Beaconsfield 




• Purpose built private care homes for older people 

• Exclusive locations 

• 24hr person centred care and support from experienced staff 

• Specialist dementia care in safe, purpose designed environments 

• Short stay, respite and holiday breaks available 

• Fully inclusive dining and laundry services 

• Affordable fully inclusive weekly rates 

• B&M Care have an industry envied staff training programme 



Bury Lodge 
01442 236020 

Chesham Bois Manor 
01494 783w194 

Lakeside 
01189 268369 

White Plains 
01895 832190 



Knotty Green 
info@bmcare.co.uk 

Chesham 

chesham@bmcare.co.uk 

Reading 

lakeside@bmcare.co.uk 

Denham 

whiteplains@bmcare.co.uk 



Ryeview Manor 
01494 761586 

St Lukes 
01189 461424 

St Leonards 
01296 337765 



Wycombe 

ryeview@bmcare.co.uk 

Caversham 

stlukes@bmcare.co.uk 

Aylesbury 

stleonards@bmcare.co.uk 



B&M CARE ARE A TRUSTED FAMILY RUN CARE HOMES PROVIDER 
WITH 40 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE OF CARING FOR OLDER PEOPLE. 




Interested in a worthwhile career in care ? 

Then visit www.hmcare.co.uk for further details 

For more information call 01442 236020 
www.bmcare.co.uk 












Heading back to school 



The start of the new term means 
a fresh start for the thousands of 
children returning to classrooms 
in the 284 Church of England 
schools in the Diocese of Oxford. 
The Door focuses on some of the 
fun - and more serious elements 
of life in our schools. 

by Anne Davey 

F or all connected with schools, 

September brings a new start as 
we return, hopefully refreshed and 
energetic after the summer break. 
Small four-year-olds in school uniforms 
slightly too large for them stand nervously 
at the school gate, clutching the hand 
of a trusted adult. Outwardly confident 
11-year-olds stroll independently into 
secondary schools, probably not giving 
that same adult a backward glance as 



they rush to the bus, but probably feeling 
just as nervous inside. There will also be 
approximately 50 new headteachers in 
schools in this diocese, and hundreds of 
other new teachers and school staff. 

Those who work out of Diocesan Church 
House for the Board of Education and our 
multi-academy trust, the Oxford Diocesan 
Schools Trust (ODST), are, by now, well 
used to change. Since I was appointed four 
years ago, we have recruited 25 new staff 
to the central team, mostly to new posts. 

We have moved from a dual system 
of the church working alongside local 
authorities - a system which has prevailed 
since 1870 - to take control of education 
coming through academy companies. 

The May 2015 election result makes it 
clear that this change is permanent. This 
represents a considerable opportunity for 
the Church, since those we appoint are 
now accountable for schools’ academic 
effectiveness and financial stability, as 



well as their Christian character. This also 
presents considerable risk. If we value 
our church schools, we need to secure 
them, in this new world where statute no 
longer protects us and where we can no 
longer rely on our historical educational 
contribution to secure our place in the 
market-led future. 

“...we have a once-in-a 
lifetime opportunity to 
run our schools directly ” 

Now more than ever, we have to be 
excellent. We run our academies directly, 
using local church members, parents, and 
others as trustees who must ensure all 
pupils make good progress. In these times 
of increasing financial austerity, they also 
have to achieve more, with less. School 
governors and academy trustees now need 
to be outward-facing, business-minded, 



effective 
drivers for 
change. Quite 
simply, being 
accountable 
means we 
have a once- 
in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to 
run our schools 
directly. But if 
we do not run 
them effectively, 
the opportunity 
may be given to others instead. The 
central education team has undergone an 
immense period of change to be ready for 
this. We need every church community 
which has a school in it to join us in the 
mission to secure our schools as effective 
church schools within this changing world. 

Anne Davey is the Diocesan Director of 
Education . 




Peace and quiet at children's retreat 



by Diana Bagshaw 

ON the hottest day of the year 1 3 children 
from the Sulhampstead and Ufton Nervet 
CE Primary School were treated to the 
first peace and quiet themed retreat day 
organised by St Mary's Church. 

The youngsters walked across fields to St 
Mary's Church, Sulhampstead, pausing for 
drinks of water and a tour of St Michael's 
churchyard at Sulhamstead Bannister, 
given by the Revd Anthony Peabody. 

At St Mary's, a variety of activities were 



offered including a relaxation exercise 
in the peace of the churchyard, Bible 
readings, a tour of the church and 
churchyard, drawing/designing a window, 
writing poems and quiet reading. 

About 20 people shared lunch in 
the Parish Room and the children served 
the adults. The retreat finished with prayers 
in church and each child was given a book 
of the parish history recently written by 
David Pearse. It is hoped the day will be 
repeated next year. 



A Neolithic trip to Wayland's Smithy 




CHILDREN from St Peter’s 
CE Infants, Alvescot in 
Oxfordshire recently 
visited Wayland’s Smithy, 
a Neolithic site near the 
Uffington White Horse, 
and wrote about their 
adventures: 

“When we arrived at 
Wayland’s Smithy we met 
a man called Andy with his 
dog and he told us a legend 
about a Blacksmith and 
some treasure. After hearing 



the story we searched for 
treasure in holes in the 
stones. We found lots! 

“We put the treasure back 
and walked to White Horse 
Hill where we had a picnic, 
watched the trains and flew 
kites. Mr Wise wasn’t very 
good at flying the kite at first 
but then Mrs Honour helped 
him to fly it! Then we got 
back on the coach and went 
to Court Hill, where we had a 
drink, a snack and played in 



the woods. 

“In the evening, we had a 
delicious dinner. We then 
went for a walk with Keith 
where we found fossils and 
saw a Roe Deer with its 
baby! Back at Court Hill 
we collected sticks to make 
a camp fire and toasted 
marshmallows. We were all 
very tired, so then had hot 
chocolate, a bedtime story 
and went to bed. We all had 
a fantastic time!” 



A slice of Army life for Grove pupils 




ON Friday 10 July the pupils and staff of Grove CE Primary School joined the Army 
for the day. 



The aim was to learn about the skills needed in the Army and to involve families of 
children at the school who are based at Dalton Barracks, Abingdon. 

The day began with flag making and each team proudly displayed their colours as 
they visited the seven different activity stalls throughout the day. The most popular 
activities were a drill session on the playground, tasting army rations and a bean bag 
grenade range. 

School celebrates after SIAMS report 

A VILLAGE school in Buckinghamshire had its new cross blessed by the Rt Revd 
Alan Wilson, the Bishop of Buckingham, before the end of term. 

Quainton CE School had just received another Outstanding classification 
from the National Society Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist 
Schools, (SIAMS) following an inspection in May. The school had previously been 
classed as Outstanding by SIAMS in an inspection in 201 0. In this year's visit, the 
inspector noted : "All pupils make good and in some cases outstanding progress 
because the school encourages them to believe in their own abilities. Pupils feel 
well supported and cared for, and know that adults will always help them. 

"The new headteacher, in consultation with pupils, staff, parents and 
governors, has redefined the school's mission so that it is firmly based on the 
Christian values of thankfulness, forgivements, friendship, trust, endurance and 
hope." Later in the report the inspector noted: "Pupils express their views about 
recent acts of worship so that school leaders, governors and teachers can judge 
the impact that worship has and be sure that it is meaningful and enjoyable. 

Pupils often plan and lead worship, which is closely linked to the values." 

The inspector praised the headteacher, Gillian Evans, stating: "She has consulted 
everyone in selecting the six core Christian values and everyone knows how 
important they are. Pupils succeed because all staff want the best for each child 
and want to support them well so that they reach their potential." For the full 
SIAMS report go to www.churchofengland.org/pdf/schoolreports. For more on 
the school see www.quainton.bucks.sch.uk 
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FORMATION - EDUCATION - TRAINING 



ST STEPHEN'S HOUSE 

OPEN DAY 




Saturday 24 October 2015 
10.00 am - 5.00 pm 



If you are considering your 
vocation, or interested in 
learning more about ministry in 
the Catholic tradition of the 
Church of England, please join 
us for the Open Day. 



16 Marston Street, Oxford OX4 1JX 
Telephone: 01865 613500 
Email: enquiries@ssho.ox.ac.uk 



THE Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust (ODST) 



THE Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust 
(ODST) was founded in 201 2 from a 
commitment to excellent education 
for academies in the Oxford Diocese. 
ODST has now grown into a large 
family serving over 2,500 pupils and 
their families and communities. 

At the heart of our vision is our belief 
in educational excellence. We believe 
we are called to serve our pupils, staff, 
parents and their local community by 
providing academies with the highest 
levels of academic rigour and pastoral 
care. Our academies are places where 
children and young people develop and 
thrive intellectually, socially, culturally 
and spiritually. 

ODST academies teach a broad and 
balanced curriculum within national 
guidelines. Focusing on core skills, this 
is designed to ensure that all pupils 
reach their academic potential and 
seeks to enrich their experience along 
the way. Pupils are enabled to succeed 
in an atmosphere of high expectation, 
aspiring to educational excellence with a 
firm foundation of Christian values. 

We are committed to sustaining high 



quality schools, and supporting schools 
in need of specific improvement. We 
set out to recruit and retain staff of the 
highest quality and to offer them the 
working conditions they need to give 
of their best as they serve the pupils in 
their care. We work in partnership with 
families so that our students can be 
engaged and effective learners. 

We seek to embody the Christian 
experience of community, where we 
share our gifts, where the emphasis is on 
what we can contribute, rather than on 
what we might receive, and where we 
give to each according to need. 

As a limited company operating within 
the family of the Diocese of Oxford, we 
are motivated by our Christian values to 
serve our local communities, but we do 
not impose those values. Admissions 
policies are open, and priority is normally 
given to children in the local area. 

We welcome those of all faiths and none, 
and we are proud of the ethnic diversity 
within our academies which reflects that 
of their local community. 

www.odst.org.uk/ 




ODST 

Oxford Diocesan 
Schools Trust 




KNOWN 



You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 34,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes. 

We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 
newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 1 70,000. 

To find out more, contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com 

TD 



enhancing church interiors across the country 

Ronald Emett fine furniture 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 



UPALONG • HURSEY • BROADWINDSOR • DORSET • DT8 3LN 
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New College Choristerships 




A musical education which lasts a lifetime 



Choristers at New College lead an exciting life. They sing in 
Oxford’s grandest medieval chapel, perform in concerts 
across the world, and reach a global audience through the 
choir’s record label and webcasts. Our specialist music 
programme gives them the ability to sing at a professional 
level while making the most of their youthful energy and 
enthusiasm. 

All choristers en joy generous scholarships 
at New College School. 

Next auditions: January 2016 - for boys m Year 2 
For more infoimadon and to register, contact 
nancy-jane. racker@new,ox. ac.uk / 01865 279108 

www.newcollegechoir.com 




Evangelical Ministry Training 



• CofE Ordinand Common Awards 

• Oxford Theology BA plus ministerial training 

• Mixed Mode Training - 2 days in Oxford and the rest in 
your church/ context 

• Undergraduate & Postgraduate courses 



WYCLIFFE HALL 



The Evangelical College 



i|f +|+ tjt 

\ * /' 



m 



in the Heart of Oxford 



A Permanent Private Hall 
of the University of Oxford 



www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 01865 274205 



Registered Charity No. 1156892 
Company No. 9007970 




CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL ,^-v . 

A World-Class Choir School in the Heart of Oxford B5 



Substantial subsidy makes 
this an affordable opportunity 
for many families. 

Come along to our 
OPEN MORNING 

on Saturday 3rd October 

or call to arrange an audition. 



For more information please 
contact Clare James on 

01865 260650 

or at registrar@cccs.org.uk 

rjMHI 




Excellent' 



"There's a really 
good pupil teacher 
relationship" 







OPEN DAY SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER 
0:30-1 2:30 with Principal's talk at 1 1 ;00 



"You're allowed to get messy!!! 



The best thing about the school is 

how good the teachers are. 



"The great thing about it being a 

small school is that the teachers 

really get to know you 



. like a whole massive family!" 



Please get in touch to find out more 

www.tkswitney.org.uk 

01993 778463 

The. kinn's School, New Yatt Road, Witney, 0X29 6TA 



"I'm listening to God 
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Fewcott, Bicester, Oxon 0X27 7NZ 

Tel: 01869 345501 Fax: 01869 345502 Email: admin@fewcott.com www.fewcott.com 

Fewcott House is a Care Home with Nursing, registered for 40 clients who require 24 hour nursing 

care, either long or short term, or for day care. 

Our home is for clients of either sex, particularly the elderly, those who have Parkinson's disease, 
dementia or mental disorder, and people with Learning Disabilities and/or dementia. 




Leafield Care Home 

32a Springfield Drive, Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 1JF 
T: 01235 530423 F: 01235 529773 
leafield @fewco tt. com 

Leafield Care Home provides 24-hour residential 
care or day care for 24people with confusion and 
early onset dementia. 

Dedicated, friendly, highly trained and experienced staff 
provide a stimulating environment for our residents, 
and ensures each person's right to 
privacy, dignity and personal 
preferences is maintained. 




St. Anne’s Care Home 

Clifton, Banbury, Oxon 0X15 OPA 
T: 01869 338295 F: 01869 337752 

stannes@fewcott.com 

St Anne's Care Home provides 22 specialised care for 
those with dementia and Alzheimer's disease. 

Our highly experienced team of friendly well-trained 
staff is committed to ensuring that each resident's 
privacy, dignity & personal preferences are upheld 
within a safe and secure environment. 



JRkAIIVl 




FOR ALL YOUR STAFFING NEEDS PLEASE CONTACT US ON: 

T: +44 07590537691 | INFO@CREATIVECAREHOMES.COM | WWW.CREATIVECAREHOMES.COM 
BETTER STAFF - BETTER PRICES - HAPPY CLIENTS 





"Can we build a parish room... from 
straw?" 

O n my first day with 
the Oxford DAC 
(Diocesan Advisory 
Committee) 
in September 2006, 1 
had a phonecall from a 
churchwarden who wanted 
to build a parish room in 
the churchyard. So far, so 
everyday. “I don’t see why 
not,” I said “provided we can 
find somewhere sensible 
for it.” “From straw” the 
churchwarden elaborated. 

“Erm,” I replied, frantically playing for time as I try and 
search out what government building regulations might 
have to say on the subject “Tell you what, can I meet you at 
the church and you can show me what you’d like to do?” 

“Oh I doubt it,” he replied. “We’re not in your diocese. 

I just thought our DAC would say no.” Whether the DAC 
in question really did “just say no” or was just perceived 
as doing so, I didn’t know. But either possibility was 
worrying enough to have a big impact on how I have tried 
to work with parishes since. The huge merit of the Faculty 
system is that it keeps churches under the jurisdiction of 
the Church, instead of increasingly under-resourced local 
planning authorities. But we understand that the care and 
development of church buildings can be a difficult burden 
for parishes; that it relies on lay volunteers and clergy 
who all have many other demands on them; and that 
sometimes the requirement to seek Faculty permission for 
it feels frustrating and time consuming. We want the DAC 
to be here to help and to give constructive feedback - to be 
the people who say yes, or at least “yes, but”. 

“...we understand that the care and 
development of church buildings 
can be a difficult burden for 
parishes...” 

Recently some big changes have been made to our team 
and to the faculty rules to further that aim. From 17 
August we will be joined by a Church Buildings Support 
Officer, a post created in conjunction with Historic 
England and part funded by them. This officer will work 
hand in hand with parishes from the earliest days of their 
major building projects, helping with grant applications, 
project planning, and the permissions process. From 
January 2016 new, simplified faculty rules will mean that 
a significant proportion of repair and minor works will 
not require a Faculty, but rather the permission of the 
archdeacon on the advice of DAC staff. Alongside this, 
applying for Faculties will become an online process, 
allowing parishes to track the progress of applications and 
to submit supporting documents simply. You can find out 
more about these changes at www.churchcare.co.uk* and at 
forthcoming training events later this year. 

Natalie Merry is Secretary to the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee . 

What is the Diocesan Advisory Committee? 

The DAC helps and advises churches on restoration 
work and modernisation projects while helping 
maintain the historic fabric of our churches. The DAC 
helps churches through the Faculty process, which is 
the Church’s version of planning permission. 




Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters 
at the Door ; Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters 
sent electronically are more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words. 



Feeling invisible 

Have you ever felt invisible? That you and your life and 
work seem to have disappeared? If not, you have not 
been an active priest, with Permission-to-Officiate in the 
diocese, and with responsibility for services and pastoral 
care in a rural parish. 

I am one of a number of priests who were ordained 
after retiring from the “day job”, feeling the call to offer 
the rest of their active life to this unpaid service. But 
once you reach 70, whatever the state of your health and 
stage of your ministry, you become - in the eyes of the 
Church - “retired”. You disappear from ministry team 
lists on the diocesan website, and do not reappear in the 
PTO list, as at the back of the old Year Book, because 
there is no such list on the website. You no longer receive 
the Bishop’s Ad Clerum letters. I have operated for nine 
years in this cloud of unknowing! Admittedly, no-one 
noticed for a while that I should not be at the Deanery 
Synod meetings, which was fortunate as I was the 
reporting Hon. Secretary, and for a year Acting Chair, 
of the Deanery Spiritual Development Group. Sixteen 
years ago, when I joined our benefice ministry team, it 
was the parish/benefice which listed its ministry team 
for the Year Book. Now, I imagine the names are collated 
electronically and include only those licensed to that 
parish. So although I have twice had the care of the 
whole benefice during long interregna, taken services 



most Sundays, sometimes twice, and frequently in 
other churches; and although I have done the baptisms, 
wedding and funerals, and all the pastoral care, it has 
been as a spectral presence. I cannot possibly be the only 
one in the diocese! It seems a small thing to ask for, to 
be listed as a recognised part of the working life of our 
Church. 

The Revd Anne Kiggell, Ashampstead Common, 
Reading. 

Under Common Tenure, clergy have to retire when they reach 
the age of 70, hut many continue in active ministry way 
beyond that, on Permission to Officiate [PtO]. PtO allows 
them to do as much or as little as they would like, free of the 
obligations and restrictions placed around clergy serving 
under a Bishop's Licence. We really value the contribution 
made by all our retired clergy on PtO. Without them, we 
would struggle, particularly in the countryside and we owe 
them a great deal. In Berkshire, the Bishop meets every year 
with our retired clergy to worship and eat together, and 
each deanery has an officer for retired clergy, who keeps in 
contact with the Area Dean and, if needed, the Bishop. The 
annual gathering gives us a wonderful opportunity to catch 
up with how they are and to bring them up-to-date with 
what is going on across our huge Diocese. 

The Rt Revd Andrew Proud, Bishop of Reading. 



Humans causing climate change 

As someone who both works professionally on the 
impacts of climate change and is a Licensed Lay 
Minister in the Church of England, I must take issue 
with Martyn Green’s letter in the July /August edition 
of the Door. 

Natural causes of climatic fluctuations, such as 
the variation in the energy output of the sun and 
the earth’s orbit have been studied in considerable 
detail. They are real, but the scientific consensus 
that fossil fuel burning and other human activities 
are the principle cause of warming over the last 
century is overwhelming. I also have to say that in 
my experience the climate science community have 
acted with huge integrity and open-mindedness. To 
present this issue as matter of an ongoing debate 
among informed people would not be balanced but 



would distort the facts. 

There are undoubtedly uncertainties and difficult 
decisions to make, but that’s no different to many 
other issues. And there are some relatively easy steps: 
which would be a good idea, even in the absence of 
climate change: for example, making our homes more 
energy efficient can save us money and make us 
more comfortable as well as reducing carbon dioxide 
emissions. We may not be able to solve this problem 
easily or quickly, but there is a moral imperative to do 
what we can and not to delay. It is good to see strong 
Christian leadership on climate change in the run up 
to the Paris conference and it is right that the Door 
reflects this. 

Dr Mike Morecroft, Hungerford, Berkshire. 



God in the life of... 



...continued from page 16 

ODST is on the way to having a family of 20 schools who 
are benefitting from the pooled educational expertise 
that the trust offers. 

Kathy is also involved in the National Centre for 
Universities and Business, and amazingly finds time 
for hobbies, one of which is listening to inspiring talks 
and she regularly attends the Inspiring Leadership 
Conference. Kathy also enjoys a bit of amateur dramatics, 
and loves having Newbury’s Watermill Theatre on her 
doorstep. 

“It’s a busy lifestyle but it’s the lifestyle I have chosen,” 
she says, happily describing a myriad of roles she has 
at St George’s, Wash Common, where her husband, the 
Revd Terry Winrow is part of the ministry team. 

She met Terry at a church youth club aged just 12. They 
went their separate ways, but eventually got together and 
have now been married for 42 years. Terry spent most of 
his life in business consultancy, before becoming an LLM 
and eventually going forward for ordination. 



Together they lead the youth work at St George’s — the 
secondary age ‘Justacross’ group meet regularly at Terry 
and Kathy’s home; they run the annual holiday club for 
over 100 local children, ably supported by a large team 
of helpers; and Kathy leads the Sunday Club for five to 
11 year olds. She also leads the Vision Group on Nurture 
and Discipleship. The life and work of St Benedict 
resonates with her: “His teaching on Contemplative 
Action is still so relevant today — although I admit I can 
be more into action than contemplation.” 



Full of energy, she remains committed to working for 
young people and believes Nelson Mandela got it right 
when he said 
“Education 
is the most 
powerful 
weapon 
which you can 
use to change 
the world.” 



For more on ODST see: www.odst. 
org.uk and for more on Inspiring 
Leadership see: 

www.inspiringleadership.org 
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Audio version 

Sight impaired people can get a free audio 
verison of the Door by contacting the 
Oxford Diocese on 01865 208227. Also 
online at ww.oxford.anglican.org 










